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Baptism Rotation 
Science Workshop 
When we use water each day, it can be a reminder of the gift of baptism. 

Bible Texts and References: 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17, and Mark 1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34 

Memory Verse:   Matthew 28:19  
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” 

Key Verse:  Matthew 3:17 
“And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Concepts: 
• Matthew 28:19 is the Great Commission:  for us to witness to others and to baptize.
• Baptism is a natural progression of our belief, and a starting point for our growth in 

faith.
• Our faith calls us to invite and encourage others, teaching them about God’s love.

Specific Lesson Objectives: 
• Students will practice memorizing Matthew 28:19. 
• Students will be able to recall the story of Jesus Baptism. 

Leader Preparation: 
Read the scripture for this lesson. 
Read and reflect on the overview material provided for this lesson. 

Gather the following materials: 
•  Bibles 
•  Three clear glasses of water for each group of three learners. 
•  Three spoons for each group of three learners. 
•  Small bowls or containers for the pre-portioned substances:  sugar, salt, baking soda 
•  Sugar - pre-portioned for each group 
•  Salt - pre-portioned for each group 
•  Baking Soda - pre-portioned for each group 
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•  Cooking Oil 
•  Liquid Dishwashing Soap such as Ivory 
•  One clear glass and one spoon for the teacher for the oil demonstration. 
•  Pencils 
•  Faith Journal Sheets 
•  Coffee filter - 2/class for Pond Water demonstration. 
•  Colander 
•  Clear Bowl for Pond Water demonstration. 
•  A container of pond or mud puddle water.
•  A photo of your baptism, or your baptism gown or banner if you have one available.

 
 
Preparation Ahead of Time: 
Make sure supplies are set out and organized and that solids for dissolving are in pre-
portioned containers. 
 
Opening:  
Greet your students warmly, welcoming them to the Science Workshop. Introduce 
yourself and any other adults. 
  
Ask for any prayer requests. Ask if anyone would like to lead the group in prayer. Be 
prepared to say a prayer yourself, working in prayer requests. A suggestion: “Thank 
you, God, for the water I drink, the water I get clean with, and the water I play with!  But 
thank you most of all for the cleansing waters of baptism. Amen” 

Dig In: 
Ask students what they remember or have been told about their baptism.  Share any 
photos that were brought in, and spend a short time sharing.  Share your photo, banner, 
or gown as well.  

(Be sensitive to those who have not been baptized. This can be something they 
look forward to.  Encourage them to talk to their parents about it, or our pastor or 
children’s ministry director.  Be sure they know that all who believe can be 
baptized and that God loves them too and would want them to be baptized.) 
 
Tell students that today we are going to look more closely at Jesus’ baptism, and the 
earthly element of water that combines with God’s word in baptism. 

Have everyone look up Matthew 3:1-17.  Read aloud the story of Jesus’ baptism.

Ask:  What are some ways we use water?
(To drink, to wash with, to clean things, to play in, and so forth.)  

Ask:  When would we use water during the worship service? (Baptism)
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Baptism is a gift God gives us.  It is one of two sacraments in the Lutheran church and 
is a ritual action using something very ordinary - water - which, when combined with 
God’s word, becomes extraordinary - holy.   A baptism needs God’s word and water.  It 
is not simply plain water.  Instead it is water used according to God’s command and 
connected with God’s Word.  When we use water each day, it can be a reminder of the 
gift of baptism.

Activity:
Group learners in threes.  Give each trio of learners the sets of water glasses and the 
substances to add to the water.  Invite learners to slowly add these substances to each 
glass, stirring until the substances are dissolved.  

What happened to the sugar, salt, and baking soda?  (They disappeared/dissolved.)  
They dissolved and became a part of the water!  That’s kind of like what happens when 
we are baptized.  God becomes a part of us!

Does water dissolve everything?  Place another glass of water in front of the learners 
and add some cooking oil to it.  Did the oil dissolve?  (No; even if the water is stirred, 
the oil continues to float to the top of the glass.)  Now squirt some dish detergent into 
the glass.  The detergent helps the water break up the oil and cleans the water.  That is 
why we use soap and detergent to clean greasy things.

As part of God’s family, we work with other baptized people to share God’s love with 
everyone.  We help each other, like the soap helped the water break up the oil.  

Our Memory Verse is Matthew 28:19.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”  One of 
the things God is commanding in this verse is for us to share His love with others.  This 
verse is called the “Great Commission.”

How do you care for others?  How do you share God’s love?

If someone isn’t baptized and wants to be baptized, or has questions, who can they talk 
to about it?  (One of our pastors, one of our staff members, their shepherd, their 
teacher, their family.)

Practice saying the memory verse together and looking it up in the Bible.  If there is 
time, see who can find it in their Bible the fastest!

Faith Journal Sheets:
Hand out the Faith Journal Sheets and work through them as time allows.  Please ask 
students to put their name on their paper.

Closing:
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Say:  God loves each and everyone of us and wants us to have His gift of being 
Baptized.  Sometimes people are baptized as infants and sometimes they are baptized 
as kids and sometimes as adults.  No matter when or where someone is baptized, there 
is always water used according to God’s command and connected with God’s Word.  

Prayer:
Dear God, we are thankful to be here today among friends. We are thankful we can 
hear Bible stories that teach us about Jesus. As we learn about baptism, help us to find 
ways we can remember your love and share it with others on a daily basis.  Amen”

Optional:

Place a paper filter (like a coffee or tea filter) in a colander or sieve that is set into a 
clear bowl or on top of a clear wide-mouthed jar.  Slowly pour pond water or water from 
a mud puddle into the paper filter, capturing the dirt and grit and letting the water run 
through to the jar.  Lift the colander to show the learners the cleaner water.  

Is the water totally clean?  
What happens if you take the cleaned water and pour it through a clean filter?  
Will it get cleaner?  Why is it important to have clean water?  

How do the waters of baptism “clean” us as sons and daughters of God?
(Through baptism God promises to claim us as God’s own and to forgive our sins when 
we ask for forgiveness, like being washed clean on the inside.)

Science Lesson Plan                                                                                                                                    4


